
 

 

Concerned Bikers  

Association/ABATE of  

Buncombe County  

 

 Jul-Aug 2012 

AUGUST 18, 2012 
 

Concerned  
Bikers Association  
ABATE Buncombe 

County 
Veterans  

Poker Run will  
begin at 

Martin Motorsports 
1217 Charlotte 
Highway, Fairview, 

NC 

1st Bike out at 9 AM * Last Bike out at Noon * Last Bike in at1 PM at the  

Charles George VA Medical to enjoy  music, food, fun, bike games, and 

most importantly, fellowship with Veterans.  Proceeds support identified 

needs of the Medical Center in support of Veterans.   

$5 per hand (you can play as many as you want) 

               
* Directions:  I-40, Exit 53 US 74A East 

Travel east approximately 5 miles Martin Motorsports (828-628-9975) is 
immediately past the Eblen Shortstop (located on right) 
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12th Annual Veterans Appreciation Motorcycle Day Poker Run   
Vicki Eatmon, Voluntary Service Specialist, Charles George VA Medical Center 

A BIG ñThank You!ò to the Concerned 

Bikers Association (CBA) for your con-

tinued support of the VA Veterans Ap-

preciation Motorcycle Fun Day! This 

event focuses on raising funds for the 

needs of our Veterans not otherwise 

provided for in the VA budget. More 

importantly, it is an opportunity for all 

involved (including the Roller Derby) to 

meet one-on-one with our Community 

Living Center (CLC) residents and in-

patients raising their spirits and remind-

ing them of their valued service to our 

Nation, for which we are indebted! 

Thanks to your overwhelming support, 

proceeds from the 2011Motorcycle Fun 

Day, along with t-shirt donation sales 

and food sales produced a combined 

total of $6,009. Proceeds went to sup-

port the TV Fund which replaces anti-

quated ceiling hung TVs with bedside 

flat-screen TVs for inpatient wards. 

We are very grateful for the tireless 

óbehind the scenesô work conducted by 

CBA members, from route develop-

ment, road signage, assisting with set-

up and take down and continue to 

work endlessly through the years to 

make this annual event ï ALWAYS 

one to remember! 

Though weôre over a month away from 

the 2012 Veterans Appreciation Motor-

cycle Day on August 18, we look with 

great anticipation to this future suc-

cessful event! Again, thank you and 

the CBA for the many years of support 

in service to Veterans! Your efforts 

truly have made a difference. 

HONORING ALL WHO 

SERVED  

Tell A Vet Thank You For 

Your Freedom You Enjoy 

In This Country 

òLet those who ride decideó 

Since January 25 we have 15 new members:  Karen Cooper, Bobby Cooper, H. Lee Davidson, Neil 

Davis, Gary Hotchkiss, Mitchell Littlejohn, Mike Onley, Susan Onley, Jane Opliger, Tommy Opliger, 

Rebecca Powell, Dave Smith, John Spiracos, Lynda Spiracos , Linda Burdelle and one Junior 

member.  Any new members after June 28 will be acknowledged in the next newsletter. We also 

had fourteen members renew their membership, which includes one life time member:  Charles 

Garren III.  Remember, your membership and the memberships of anyone you recruit, gives all of 

us a more prominent voice. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Page 3 

As I write this article, it 
appears that our Motor-
cycle Safety and 
Awareness Program 
(MSAP) numbers for 
the second quarter of 
2012 are running about 
20 percent behind the 
number of students we 
taught during the se-
cond quarter of last 
year. There are a few 
instructors that haven't 
given me all their re-
ports for this quarter, 
so I expect our num-
bers to increase some, 
but we are behind 
where we were this 
time last year. The se-
cond quarter of 2011 
was the best quarter 
we have ever had, so 
we are comparing this 

quarter against the 
best we have ever 
done, but I am trying 
to see why our num-
bers are down and 
what we can do 
about it. Last year, 
we taught 14 classes 
during the month of 
June, this year, we 
taught 7 classes dur-
ing the same time. A 
class at Owen was 
cancelled by the 
Drivers Ed instructor 
due to low enroll-
ment, and I personal-
ly missed a class at 
Erwin....'what we 
have here is a failure 
to communicate'....., 
but these two clas-
ses alone don't ac-
count for all of our 

lower numbers. I will 
continue to study this, 
and see if we can get 
back on the upswing 
for the 3rd quarter. 
A focus for our 
Buncombe CBA's 
MSAP program for 
the rest of the year 
is to help the 
Smoky Mountain 
CBA get their 
MSAP program up 
and running. Matt 
Shamblin came up 
in June to teach a 
MSAP instructor 
class for Smoky 
Mountain, and sev-
eral of 
their  
 
 
 

"Start Seeing Motorcycles" billboards 
and yard signs are on the roads! 

Starting in May, the Buncombe CBA has had billboards up 
throughout Buncombe County asking drivers to "Start Seeing Motorcycles" These orange and 
black billboards have been up in Swannanoa on US 70 near Warren Wilson College Road, on 
Old Weaverville Highway near Stephens Upholstery, in South Buncombe near the Eaton plant, 
and on Patton Avenue in Asheville above the KFC. In the next two months, we are putting up 
billboards on Hendersonville Road at the old Ballard's Appliance location, on I-240 near Hay-
wood Road, and in Fairview on Hwy 74 near Cane Creek Road; this Fairview sign is located 
on our VA Poker Run route this year.  
Buncombe CBA has also purchased yellow and black yard signs that ask drivers to "Look Out 
For Motorcycles". We want these signs out there, so if you have a good location for a yard sign 
let a CBA officer know (officer contact info listed elsewhere in this newsletter) and we'll get you 
one (or two....)  
The money we raise at our Hot Springs Motorcycle Weekend pays for our Motorcycle Aware-
ness Program and the motorcycle awareness billboards and road signs. A big THANK YOU to 
the Hot Springs planning committee, all the Hot Springs workers and volunteers, and all the 
folks that attend the rally for helping make car drivers motorcycle aware! 

instructors have be-
gun to sit in on 
classes that we are 
teaching, The plan 
is for Smoky Moun-
tain to continue ob-
serving, and start 
teaching part of the 
program in the next 
few months, and 
then get into some 
schools that we are 
not reach-
ing .MSAP is about 
numbers, we want 
to do all we can to 
get the MSAP out 
everywhere we 
can!  

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND AWARENESS PROGRAM  

Steve Ensley, MSAP Coordinator 
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Concerned Biker Association/ABATE of North Carolina 

Host the 28
th
 Annual Meeting of the Minds 

September 20-23, 2012 Durham, NC 

 

The Meeting of the Minds (MOTM) conference is 

presented by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

(MRF).  For 2012, the MRF selected Durham NC as 

the host city, held at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel, 

4700 Emperor Blvd. Durham, NC 27703. The home 

state location gives CBA/ABATE Chapter Members a 

unique opportunity to attend this annual conference, 

and as participate in the conference itself as the host 

State Motorcycle Rights Organization (SMRO). The 

MOTM is both educational and motivational to those 

interested in motorcyclistôs rights.  

CBA members in good standing who preregister with 
the State no later than August 18, 2012, will be able 
to attend the MOTM seminars at no charge. Should 
you choose to attend the awards banquet there is a 
charge of $40.00 per person, which must be paid 
when you register. Individuals are responsible for 
their own lodging arrangements. Additional infor-

mation can be found at the State website, www.cbaabatenc.org  
 CBA/ABATE of NC volunteerôs will play a key role in the success of this event.   

Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks, from working the hospitality suite, guest services and 

other activities that arise. More details will be forthcoming. 

What is a ñMOTMò anyway? Hereôs a little history from the MRF itself, excerpts below taken from 
www.mrf.org  
ñIn 1985 in St. Louis, Mo., the founders of the motorcyclistsô rights movement in America gathered 

for a meeting of the minds.  Leaders of State Motorcyclistsô Rights Organizations (SMROs), they 

wanted to catapult to the national scene the clout and effectiveness of SMROsðthe strong, effec-

tive grassroots of the SMROs.   

They knew it had to be done; Ridersô rights had to go national, because the threat was national.  

The founders envisioned a team committed to core values like respect for riders diverse lifestyles 

and opinions, integrity in conduct, excellence and boldness in facing challenges head on.ò 

From this first MOTMôs, the MRF was formed, the first motorcyclistsô rights advocacy organization 

with a full time legislative and political presence in Washington, DC whoôs efforts are dedicated 

exclusively to street riders.  From humble beginnings some 28 years ago, the MOTMôs has grown 

to welcome riders from around the globe who gather annually for motorcyclingôs premier political 

leadership summit. 

MOTORCYCLE MATTERS 

Roger  Coleman, Legislative Coordinator 

http://www.cbaabatenc.org
http://www.mrf.org

