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Hello, and welcome to our 16
th
 Annual 

Hot Springs Rally. I hope all of you have 

a fun, safe time this year. Each year I 

write a little article about our rally, but 

this year I wanted to add some history 

about the area that many of you may not 

know.  

The last weekend in June, about 2500 

bikers roll into the campground in this 

tiny town of Hot Springs, with a popula-

tion of around 650. While weôve spent 16 

years putting this rally together and 

growing it to what it is today, we are far 

from the first ñinvasionò of such numbers.  

The area that is now the campground was once a war in-

ternment camp for German civilians. In June of 1917, the town of 650 was suddenly home 

to the 2200 ñvisitorsò. Sound familiar? History truly repeats itself.   The fancy Mountain Park 

Hotel located in what is now the Hot Springs Spa and Resort was closed and converted into 

an internment camp. Just as our bikers put up tents, RVôs, and miniature backyards, the tal-

ented Germans quickly transformed their plain, functional barracks into a village much like 

their homeland. They built a church and covered it with flattened Prince Albert cans. This 

ñtin can churchò was located about where our stage is now. They even built a carousel in 

the back area of the campground, thought to be the first carousel in the US.  The German 

camp operated until late 1918 after an outbreak of Typhoid. Within a couple of years the 

beautiful village disappeared to weather, vandals, and a fire, which also destroyed the 

Mountain Park Hotel. I do remember some of the barracks that still stood during my child-

hood.  In the early morning hours, after the partiers settle down and the motorcycle revving 

stops, if you glimpse a lone visitor wandering the area, it may just be the ghost of a German 

resident still reluctant to leave. Hot Springs is rich in history. You can find several books on 

the subject for sale at the spa across the street, or the ñupper lawnò as it was called in the 

early days.  
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The moneys raised at the Rally goes to fund our 

CBA chapter for the year. CBA is a political organi-

zation working to stop and prevent legislation unfair 

to bikers and improving the overall public image of 

bikers. We are also passionate about safety and 

awareness, reminding drivers to watch for bikers. 

We have a program that goes into high school driv-

erôs education classes, teaching the students about 

bikers and how to drive aware of us. We send ñbiker 

repsò to Raleigh and to national meetings to keep 

us on top of the legislation that may be unfair to the 

biker community. We print material to inform others 

about what is going on in the political arena that af-

fects us. Your support is important to keep our work 

going and we thank you for attending our rally. Be-

coming a CBA member is another way you can help 

our cause. By being a CBA member you can ride 

with the knowledge that you are helping to keep us 

all safe and free. You become a ñfreedom fighterò.  

We are already planning for June 28, 29, 30, 2013. We 

thank you again for your support and look forward to seeing you all though the year and for 

sure here at Hot Springs once again. Keep an eye on our website for updates about next 

year and pictures from this year. www.hotsprings.rally.com 
*History and pictures from The German Invasion of Western North Carolina  by Jacqueline Burgin Painter, published by The 

Overmountain Press, 1992 
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òTin Can Churchó built by German prisoners 

View of German made village, located on the 

front road of the campground. The church in 

the background is roughly where our stage is 

located.  

Birdõs eye view from Loverõs Leap of U.S. Interment Camp and part 

of town, 1918 

http://www.hotsprings.rally.com
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2012 Hot Springs Bands 

�)�U�L�G�D�\��     
Music   12:00 pm -1:30 pm 

Break    1:30 pm -6:00 pm 

Music   6:00 pm-12:00am  
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Music   12:00 pm -1:30 pm 

Break    1:30 pm -6:00 pm 

Music   6:00 pm-12:00am  


